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I am also the Special Editions Editor for the New Classicists postgraduate journal.

Thesis Description:
My project examines the political dialogue between the Roman electorate and the socio-political
elite
(tribunes of the plebs), who were elected to act in accordance with their will. Throughout the late
Roman Republic (70-49 BC), legislative activity at Rome was remarkably frequent and, due to the
political climate, usually intensely contested. These facts are reflected in our primary sources, so it
is
possible to study closely the wants, needs, and emotions of the Roman electorate, who were, by
this
time, capable of directly influencing legislation.
A comprehensive collation of instances in which such desires were followed, or caused, by
tribunician
action, will produce several case studies, dealing with modes of mass-elite interaction. These case
studies will consider uses of political rhetoric, the manipulation of the non-elite electorate, and
public
oratory. To understand the environs in which mass-elite interactions took place, the project also
considers early on the practical and conceptual issues inherent to studying the political usages of
public spaces.

My research focuses on the basic wants, needs, and emotions of the masses at Rome in order to
identify and trace the process through which shared or ‘public’ opinions may have developed, and
thus
meaningfully contribute to the debate. The principal aim is to further the idea that the populace at
Rome, both as a whole and as subsections, held common desires, and that these people sought to
engage with their ‘representatives’, the tribunes of the plebs, to attain a legislative response. The
objective of this approach is to determine the nature of any elite contribution, because tribunes of
the
plebs were, by all means, elite, to the development of these shared wants, needs, and emotions.
To
assess the nature and categorise the modes of response and contribution demonstrated by the
elite
within this study, particular attention will be given to political rhetoric, oratorical techniques, levels of
participation, and means of manipulating the electorate.
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